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Brief Facts:
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ii.
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a)

As per GIR-6, PCI 8419.3900 is the most specific classification for the goods, 
and that classification under residual PCT 8419.8990 is not justified.

The Explanatory Notes to Heading 84.19 cover chamber-type dryers operating 
through controlled heated-air circulation and that the subject curing chambers 
fall within this category. It was further contended that humidity control does not 
change the essential character of the equipment, as such control is commonly 
used in industrial drying machinery.
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DETERMINATION OF CCSTOMS CLASSIFICA I ION QI LRINf, AM) 
DRYING CHAMBERS

on behalf of M/s.

The Collectorale of Customs (Enforcement). Custom House. Karachi, vide letter bearing 
No. SI/MISC/02/2026/(AC/DC)/LDP dated 04-03-2026 responded as following:

M/s. Franklin Law Associates, filed representation dated 18-02-2026, 
Exide Pakistan Ltd., highlighting the following aspects:

The technical specifications of the imported “Curing Chamber” revealed that 
the equipment performs integrated curing and drying operations through 

/controlled regulation of temperature, humidity, and air circulation. The 
'-f U' ‘I// machinery is capable of carrying out curing and drying either simultaneously or 

independently, and operates within specified temperature ranges with controlled 
J accuracy. The system further incorporates steam and atomized water

humidification mechanisms capable of maintaining humidit) levels exceeding 
95% during curing and below 15% during drying. In addition, the equipment is 
fitted with wet-bulb and dry-bulb sensors, PLC-based programmable controls

I he Classification Centre has finalized the reference initiated by the Collectorale of 
Customs Appraisement. South Asia Pakistan Terminal (SAPT), Karachi vide letter bearing No. 
SI Misc KAPS 35 2026 dated 09-05-2026, regarding the determination of the correct classification of 
“Curing Chamber”.

Brief!}. M/s. Exide Pakistan Ltd.. A-44. Hill Street. Manghoopir Road, Malir Gadap 
Town. Karachi, filed Goods Declaration No. KAPS-HC-129470-27-01-2026 for 
clearance of consignment declared to contain “Curing Chamber Electrical Heating 
type 40CBM inner Space, Control System, Simeus HMI, MCGS, Steam Generator 
included Double Door” under PCT heading 8419.3900 (CD 0%). The consignment 
w as blocked by the Colleclorate of Customs (Enforcement). Custom House, Karachi 
and ascertained that the goods are rightly classifiable under PCT heading 8419.8900 
(CD Tl 20%).

The imported goods arc industrial curing chambers used to expose materials to 
controlled heated air for removal of moisture and humidity. The industrial curing 
chambers are insulated thermal units fitted with heating elements, hot-air 
circulation systems, and humidity control mechanisms, and arc primarily used 
for thermal drying and conditioning of battery plates.



b)

c)

iv.

2.

a)

b)

ilh loudi sciven inlcrkicv. inuld-pluisc process programming lualnrcs, 
iiKu <i mg |,ms, ami aulomnled vciMilalion systems lo ensure uniform 
vnviromnciiial conditions throughout the ctiiinp. process.

• lie technical characteristics ol (he subject machinery demonstrate that its 
pi incipal lunclion is not limited to simple drying or removal of moisture. Rather, 
the equipment performs controlled thermal processing operations involving 
deliberate introduction and regulation ol humidity during the curing stage, which 
distinguishes it Irom conventional dryers classifiable under I’d 8419.39.

Relying upon the terms of Heading 84.19, the relevant WCO Harmonized 
System b.xplanalory Notes, and the General Interpretative Rules (GIR) I and b. 
the Ijilbrcemcnt Colleclorate concluded that classification under PC I 
84 19.3900 would only be appropriate where machinery is principally designed 
for drying alone. Since the subject equipment performs combined curing and 
drying functions through sophisticated temperature and humidity contiol 
systems, its functionality extends beyond that ol conventional diyeis. 
Accordingly, the I'nlbrccment Colleclorate is ol the view that the subjecJ 

Chamber" is more appropriately classifiable undei the icsicua 
category "Other machinery, planl ar equipment" i leading 84 19, i.e., - 
84 19.8990, and that declaration under PCT 84 19.3900 appears to be mcorrecl.

In order to resolve the classification dispute, the Colleclorate ol C usloins ,
(SAPT), Karachi vide letter No. SI/MISC7KAPS/35/2O26-VI dated (,9-05--0-6 on ‘ 
the matter, along with catalogue, lo the classification committee to deteimme as 
the curing chamber is correctly classifiable under 8419.3900 oi 84 I 9.

Proceedings of Classification Committee:

The committee examined the stance of the importer & the department in the 
lieht of available catalogue. General Rules of Interpretatmn. Section XV 
Noles Chapter 84 Noles, Explanatory Noles to I leading 8419. As per provided 
catalogue, machine performs the following functions:

i 'rhe catalogue describes the equipment as an industrial Curing Chamber 
designed to perform curing and drying operations under precisely 
controlled environmental conditions, it is capable ol completing both 
curing and drying cither in a single integrated cycle or independently, 
depending on production requirements. The machine's primary lunclion is 
to maintain controlled temperature, humidity, and airflow to achieve 
uniform curing, moisture removal, and consistent product quality.

it The chamber is operated through a Pl.C-based automatic control system 
' with a touchscreen interface, enabling operators to P^IW™” ’’

nrneess rcciocs and monitor the entire curing cycle. It continuously 

........... ...................................................................... .......... ...... ....................

To determine the eorrecl customs classification of subject, goods, meeting ol 
the Classification Committee was held on 11-06-2026 and the matter was 
discussed in detail. The meeting was attended by the representatives of the 
importer & the department. Both side reiterated their stances menlioncc 
above.



iii.

8419.3900 &discussed the PCT Headingsc)

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

drixen b\ a high-capacils fan ensures uniform distribution of heal and 
humiditx throughout the chamber, thereby maintaining consistent physical 
and chemical properties of the products.

Structural!}, the chamber consists of a stainless-steel inner body, colour- 
coated steel outer bod}, and polyurethane thermal insulation, providing 
durabilil}. corrosion resistance, and high thermal efficiency. According to 
the technical specifications, the chamber has an internal size ol 3940 
3500 x 2900 mm. a 17.000 m7h air circulation capacity powered by an 11 
kW circulation fan. and utilizes an indirect stainless-steel heal exchanger 
with 14 kW gas healing or 80 kW electric healing. It operates within a 
curing temperature range of 0-65°C (up to 95% RH) and a drying 
temperature range of up to 85°C (approximately 15% RH) with coniro c 
accuracy. Overall, the equipment functions as an automated 
environmental processing chamber for controlled curing and r} mg ra ter 
than as a manufacturing machine.

The machine incorporates an indirect stainless-steel heat exchanger, a 
circulating fan having an airflow capacity of approximately 17.000 
m7hour. temperature and humidity sensors, air inlets and outlets, and a 
PLC-based control system. These components collectively generate 
heated, uniformly circulated air and regulate moisture inside the chamber. 
The three-dimensional airflow system is particularly significant because 
its stated purpose is to keep the temperature and humidity uniform 
throughout the chamber, thereby ensuring consistent drying of all plates. 
The machine’s construction and method of operation thus correspond 
more closely to an industrial hot-air dryer than to unspecified "other'* heat­
treatment machinery.

In terms of Note 3 to Section XVI. a composite machine designed lo 
perform two or more complementary or alternative functions is to be

The Classification Committee

8419.8990 and concluded as under:
Classification is to be determined under GRI 1 according to the: terms of 
the headings and the relevant Section and Chapter Notes, rather )
b\ the commercial description assigned by the manufacturer. A g 
catalogue describes the equipment as a “Curing Cham er, - I . 
states that both “curing and drying” can be performe in 
chamber, either together or independently. The commercial name 
therefore, is not conclusive; the machine's objective operating 
characteristics and principal function must determine its classitica ion.

Heading 84.19 specifically covers machinery for the treatment of 
materials through a process involving a change in temperature and 
expressly includes “dryers.” The catalogue confirms that the subject 
machine carries out a controlled drying process at temperatures ranging 
from approximately 0°C to 85°C. with relative humidity reduced to l b/o 
or below. These operating parameters establish that the chamber is 
technically equipped to remove moisture from the batter}' plates through 
controlled healing, forced-air circulation and humidity regulation: features 
characteristic of industrial drying machinery covered by subheading 
8419.39.



V.

vi.

vii.

viii.

^r/

" 'l is concluded that the 
of the Pakistan f usloms

clashiliud accordinj.' h» its pimcipal hiticlion 1 uniij' and dr/mj/ arc 
pcilornicd in the same cm dosed eliaiiibei ilironpli llic .anie inl/rj'fand 
healing, vcnlilalion. Icinpcraiiac-conlrol and Immidily-conlrol ./■.icm 
I he curing slagc condilioir. the plale1. under controlled lernperar'irc -irid 
huniidiiy, whereas the drying ■.tape removes the rclained moisture and 
pioduccs plates suitable lor the subsequent mannlaclurinp pn»cc .'.. mice 
drying constitutes a distinct, complete and commercially essential 
operation ol the machine, and the machine possesses the objective 
characteristics ol a dryer, its principal function may reasonably be 

regarded as drying lor lari 11 purposes.

I he humidification arrangement does not disqualify the machine from 
classification as a dryer. According to the catalogue, atomized water and 
steam arc introduced automatically according to the requtred lempcratmc 
and process conditions. Such humidity control forms part ol nc 
programmed treatment cycle and enables the machine 
moisture level before ultimately reducing it during the dry g f - 
Modern industrial dryers may incorporate humidity comrol am 
processing; classilication docs not require that every slagc ol the opera fc 

cycle involve continuous moisture removal.

I he catalogue specifically provides a separate Curing
up to «5"C and relative humidity of 15% or be ow, «hd the cur ng 
conditions arc stated as approximately 65%. with rclauve hum « t/oOi/; 

or above. The higher temperature and very low humidily SP “ d to 
drying phase show that the machine is deliberately 1
evaporate and expel moisture. Moreover, the catalogue conf ns ha 
dry ng can be performed independently, demonstrating that it is n< t me cl 
an incidental consequence of curing but a separately programmable and 

substantive function of the equipment.

At the subheading level. GRI 6 requires the competing subheadings to be 
compared according to their wording and the relevant Noles. C f heading 
8419.3900 specifically covers “other dryers,” whereas I Cl heading 
8419.8990 is a residual provision for other machinery and equipment not 
more specifically covered elsewhere within Heading 84.19. Once the 
machine's principal function is established as drying, the specific dryer 
provision takes precedence over the residual “other machinery 
provision. Resort to 8419.8990 would be appropriate only if the equipment 
could not objectively be identified as machinery whose principal function 

is drying.

Accordingly, notwithstanding the catalogue title “Curing Chamber,” the 
technical specifications demonstrate that the imported machine performs 
an independently programmable industrial drying operation through 
controlled healing, high-volume forced-air circulation and reduction ol 
relative humidity. Applying GRI I, Section XVI Note 3 and GRI 6. the 
goods may appropriately be classified under PCT heading 8419.3900 as 
other dryers, rather than under the residual PCT heading 8419.8990.

Conclusion / Holding:

3 By application of GRI I. 3(a) & 6, and Note 3 of Section XVI it
“curing & drying chamber” is rightly classifiable under 8419.3900 c! ’.! 

far iff.



Applicability:

Illis Public Notice is issued in terms ol (.'hapler-ll (( lassilicaiion) ol ( < >( > >
24.0.'.2025 .mJ am appeal against this delcnninalion/dccision shall lie with the Board in
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dated  ... 
terms ol Rule 2 ol the Pakistan Rules provided in the preamble ol the l irst Schedule to the ( usloms 
Act. I960.

I. 
n
3.

(MuLinimjKCKnab)
Add i t itnl^l-C^oI lee ior

Secretary to the Classirtualioii Committee

Member (Customs-Policy). I cderal Board of Revenue. Islamabad.
Member (Customs-Operations). Eederal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.
Member (Customs-Legal & Accounting), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.
Member (FATE). Federal Board of Revenue. Islamabad with request to publish this ruling on 
FBR Website.
I he Chief (Tariff & Trade). Federal Board of Revenue. Islamabad.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) South. Custom I louse, Karachi.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Enforcement). Islamabad.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Exports / IOCO). Custom House, Karachi.
The ChiefCollector of Customs (Appraisement) Central. Custom House, Lahore.
The ChiefCollector of Customs (Enforcement) Central, Custom House, Lahore.

I I. The Chief Collector of Customs (North). Islamabad.
The ChiefCollector of Customs (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), Custom I louse, Peshawar.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Baluchistan), Custom House. Quetta.

14. The Director. Directorate of Customs (Valuation). 7lh Floor Custom House. Karachi.
I he Collector of Customs Appraisement. South Asia Pakistan Terminal (SAPT). Karachi.
I he Collector of Customs (Enforcement), 6lh Floor Customs House, Karachi.
Hie Collector. Colkctorate of Customs Appraisement (West/PMBQ/East/SAPT). Members 
Classification Committee Custom I louse. Karachi.
All Collectors / Directors of Customs.

19. I he Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry. Karachi.
Hie Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry. Karachi.
The Karachi Customs Agents Association, Karachi.
M/s Exide Pakistan Ltd. A - 44. Hill Street, Manghoopir Road. Malir Gadap Town. Karachi.

M/s. Franklin Law Associates. I" Floor Plot No.4-C. Lane No. 3. Phase 8. Zulfiqar & 

Al-Murtaza Commercial. DHA. Karachi.

Notice Board.

4. I he classilicaiion detciminalion is specific Io the product whose details / spec, if i< ;iiion .
have been provided above. I he ruling is based on documents and information submitted by lhe 
referring Department and shall stand cancelled if it is subsequently found that the same wasolitamcd 
by providing incorrect, false, misleading, or incomplete information.


