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Importer’s Point of Vicsv:

As per importers representation the imported item i.e. mobile pouch is classified 

heading 8517 is specified for smartphones and other telephones for

1. The Classification Committee. Collectorale
Custom House, Karachi has finalized the reference i....... .  ... ci/K4icr/o/"'/
Appraisemenl-(West) 2nd Floor, Custom House, Karachi vide letter bearing No. SI/MlSU-Oo/ 
2()25-(Group-Vl) dated 02-04-2026 for determination of classification of “MOBILt. / OUL 
under PCT 4202.3200 against PCT heading 8517.7900, 3926.9099.
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3 As per importers representation the imported item i.e. movuc pwuuu io viaoDi..^
in PCT heading 8517.7900 since the heading is specified lor parts and imported item mobile 
pouch is part of’ mobile as heading 8517 is specified for smartphones and other telephones for 
cellular networks or for other wireless networks; other apparatus for the transmission or 
reception of voice and being part of mobile it is appropriately classified in 8517.
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2. Brief facts as reported by the referring Collcctoale are that M/s. Madm 1 raders,
Karachi and M/s. Mustafa traders Karachi has imported three consignments ol ^Plastic Mobile 
PoudP' vide GD No. KAPW-HC-.73277-23-10-2025, KAPW-HC-77555-29-10-2025, KAPW- 
HC-77321-29-10-2025 under PCT heading 8517.7900 whereas department contention goods arc 
to be classified in PCT heading 3926.9099.
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Department Point of View:

Product Analysis:

Plus tic Mobile Pouches.

4. Department is of point of view that imported item are plastic mobile pouch and
being plastic article it is appropriately classilied in PCI Heading 3‘)26.9099 which is specified 
Im- plastic articles.
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5. Plastic mobile pouches are protective articles manufactured primarily Irmn
translucent synthetic polymeric materials, predominantly Thermoplastic Polyurethane 
(TPU) or Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC). although Polyethylene (PE). Polypropylene (PP). or 
other suitable polymeric materials may also be used depending upon the product specilicaiions. 
The pouch consists of a ilexible polymeric body designed to accommodate and enclose a mobile 
phone or similar portable electronic device, with the upper opening titled with a rigid ^nap-loc1
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Silicone rubber mobile pouches

Points for Consideration:

The following tariff headings were examined by the Classification Commir.ee:7

1—8517.7900

2—3926.9099

3—4202.3200

4—4016.9990

Legal Analysis:

i) Plastic mobile pouches are classifiable under Heading 42.02 of the Pakistan Customs 
Tariff by application of General Rule for the Interpretation (GRI) 1. which provides 
that classification shall be determined according to the terms of the headings and an> 
relevant Section or Chapter Notes. Heading 42.02 expressly covers, inter-alia, "spectacle 
cases, binocular cases, camera cases, musical instrument cases, gun cases ... and 
similar containers" of. among other materials, sheeting of plastics. The article^

6. Silicone rubber mobile pouches are officially classified as specialized elastomer
materials composed of a synthetic polymer known as polysiloxane. Lnlike conventional plastic 
covers manufactured from crude oil. true silicone is built upon an inorganic backc-one ct 
alternating silicon and oxygen atoms derived directly from silica sand. Phis unique chemical 
composition bridges the gap between mineral elements and organic compounds, granting '.he 
material its defining flexible, rubbery properties without utilizing standard petroleum plastics. 
Consequent!), this specific molecular framework confirms that high-quality silicone mon^.e 
pouches are composed of a pure, highly durable synthetic rubber rather than traditional piastic. 
According to the World Customs Organization (WCOj and customs bodies like LS CBP 
(Customs and Border Protection), silicones are chemically classified as polymer. The Rule: For d 
material to be classified under Chapter 40. it must be an unsaturated synthetic substance that can 
be irreversibly cross-linked with sulfur. The Reality: Because silicone rubber is not structura-N 
unsaturated and typically does not cross-link using sulfur vulcanization, it legally tails :.-.e strict 
technical definition of rubber under Chapter 40.

'damp, or scaling bar. common!) manufactured from pol\carbonate (Pfjor another r;_id 
engineering plastic, to secure the enclosed deuce and. in waterproof '.ariants. provide a Aater- 

. resistant or waterproof seal. Plastic mobile pouches are principally intended to protect mobile 
phones from dust, moisture, scratches, and minor physical damage during storage, ’ran\po rati or., 
and normal use. Waterproof variants additional!) proside protection against water, rain. sand, 
din. and similar en\ ironmental elements, making them suitable for outdoor and recreationa: 
activities. Owing to the transparent and flexible nature of the polymeric material, such pouchc ; 
generally permit convenient handling of the enclosed device and. where designed for that 
purpose, enable touchscreen operation without requiring removal of the mobile phone from ’.r.e 
pouch.

Commir.ee
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spccitkalh enuiucrakd in ihc heading arc nut exhaustive but are illustrative ol a class ol 
pHxk whose voimiMn and v»'cntial ch.iracicnstic k that the) are spctiall) designed to 
c.'niam. van), stoic, organi/c. and protect specitic articles during storage, transp ’H. and 
normal a^c In accordance with the llarmoni/cd S)slcin I xplanaton Noles 
lllM \s)and the World Customs Organization (WCO) classification principles, the 
expression "similur containers” extends to articles possessing the sarnv objeuiive 
characteristics and performing the same essential function as the named txu.ipiar 
P’a>tic mobile pouches are speciticall) designed and shaped to receive and securely hold 
a mobile phone, are manufactured principally trom sheeting ol plastics, and surve th. 
essential function of protecting the enclosed device Irom dust, moisture, scratches, minor 
impacts, and. in waterproof Variants, water .’.nd other environmental elements wlulc 
facilitating its safe carriage and use. Accordingly, by virtue ol their objective 
characteristics, material composition, design, and principal protective and earrvin- 
funciion. plastic mobile pouches are goods ol the same genus as the containers exf res.
enumerated in Headine 42.02 and are therefore classifiable therein under the 
expression "similar containers", in terms of GRI I. without recourse to an) subsequent 
Rules of Interpretation 2-Heading 4202 Covers Pouches Casing Cases. Bags. W allcts. 

Ik'xes and Similar Material of Sheeting ol Plastics.

The classification of the plastic mobile pouch was determined and published in the 
“Customs Compendium*’ in 2018 under PC 1 4202. in accordance with the application

•as per classification of Silicone rubber mobile pouches in 4016.9990. Silicone mobile 
pouches are manufactured from silicone polymers (polysiloxancs). which arc synthetic 
elastomeric materials having a silicon-ox)gen molecular backbone. Although the) 
possess rubber-like properties, silicone polvmers do not meet ihe definition of “svnthelic 
rubber" provided under Chapter 40 Note 4 of the Harmonized System, as the) are not 
unsaturated svnthelic substances capable of irreversible cross-linking b\ sulfur 
vulcanization. Therefore, such articles are excluded from classification under Heading 
40.16.

\> per Plastic mobile pouches classification under sub-heading 3926.90.99 as articles ol plastics, 
since Heading 39.26 is a residual provision applicable onl) to plastic articles which are not 
more speciftcall) covered elsewhere in the Harmonized Sv stem. In accordance with General 
Rule for the Interpretation (GRI) I. classification is determined b) the terms of the headings 
and the relevant Section and Chapter Notes. Heading 42.02 specificall) provides for containers, 
includine ''spectacle cases, binocular cases, camera cases, musical instrument cases, gun 
cases, holsters and similar containers” made of. inter-alia, sheeting of plastics. Plastic mobile 
pouches, being >pcciall) designed containers made of plastic sheeting lor enclosing, earning, and 
proicctine mobile phones, possos the essential characteristics of the articles covered under 
Heading 42.02 and fall wiihin the scope of '’similar containers'' as explained under 
the Harmonized System E.xplanatory Notes (HSENs). Applving the WCO classilicaiion 
principle that goods are classified according io their objective characteristics, design, and 
principal function, and further applving the principle embodied in GRI 3(a) that the heading 
providing the more specific description shall prevail oxer a heading ol general application, 
heading 42.02 prox ides a more specific description than Heading 39.26. Therefore, plastic mobile 
pouches are appropriate!) classified under Heading 42.02 and excluded from classification 
under sub-hcading 3926.90.99.
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8. The Classification Committee observes at the outset
of plastic mobile i
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Classification Opinion:

Conclusion /Findings of the Classification Committee

of CilR 1 and 6. l or reference, the relevant classification is reproduced below, along with 
the corresponding images:

CLASSIFICATION OPINIONS 1. Cover made of plastics and designed for a particular 
model of mobile phone. The cover has a magnet that interlocks with a built-in I la.I 
Integrated Circuit in the front part of the mobile phone. The mobile phone senses whether 
the cover is open or closed by delecting the change ot magnetic field. W hen the cos er 
closed, the mobile phone activates the User Interface mode by resizing the display' 
fit the transparent window on the front cover. Application ol GIRs 1 and 6. A oj 

2018.

t that the classification 
pouclics has already been examined and determined in the Customs
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Mobile pouches are no. classifiable under PCT Sub-heading 8517.7900, as the fading 
coverspartsofapparatusfortl.etransmissionorreccptionofvo.ee in> o ,
data, including telephones for cellular networks, falling under Heading .. , 
accordance with General interpretative Rule (G1R) 1. class.ticat.on is detemnned b 
the terms of the headings and relevant Section and Chapter Notes. For an article 
oualifv as a part of a device under the Harmonized System, it must be .dent, table as an 
integral component, essential for the operation of the apparatus, and specifically designed 
to fbrm part of that apparatus. Mobile pouches do not contribute to the transmission, 
reception, processing, or functional operation of mobile phones: rather, they are 
independent protective containers designed solely for carrying, enclosing, and 
safeguarding the device against dust, moisture, scratches, and minor physical damage. 
Theremoval or absence of a mobile pouch does not affect the operation, performance, or 
essential functionality of the mobile phone. Furthermore, as per established WCO 
classification principles and HS Explanatory Notes, accessories or protective 
coverings which merely serve to protect, carry, or enhance convenience of use. without 
contributing to the function of the apparatus itself, are not regarded as parts of that 
apparatus. Therefore, mobile pouches cannot be considered parts or accessories of mobile 
phones under Heading 85.17 and are appropriately excluded from classification 
under PCT Sub-heading 8517.7900.

coverspartsofapparatusfortl.etransmissionorreccptionofvo.ee


«

Conclusion:

dlsifiable under PCT Sub-heading 4202.3200 as “similar containers ol shcel.ng of 

P'as'ies.

!, The Committee also finds that classification under PCT

applicable, GRI 3(a)- Uke , accessories of mobile phones within the meaning ol the 
mobile pouches do not con. p^ indeDendent protective containers. Furthermore,

Slitcone mobile pouches, b me£l the definition of synthetic rubber
ClaSSid’datunder'chapur “o’ Note 4 and the relevant HS Explanatory Notes, since silicone 
5"s (polysSes) are not unsaturated synthetic substances capabie of .rrevcrstble sulfur 

vulcanization.

Glassification Compendium, 2018. wherein such goods were classified under PC I Ilea mg 
4202 by application of General Interpretative Rules (GIR) I and 6. I he present reference las. 

.therefore, been examined in light of the established classification practice, the re e\ant 
‘provisions of the Pakistan Customs fariff. Harmonized System principles, and the lechnica 
characteristics of the subject goods.

9. After examination of the nature, composition, construction, and ’nlu,^,7u7^(|()
the imported Mobile Pouches, and after considering the competing tan iea mgs
3926.9099, 4016.9990, and 4202.3200. (he Ciassificalton Commitlce42()2.32(,o by 
that the subject goods are appropriately classifiable under of(;Rl I,
application of General Rules for the Interpretation (GRI) a" , re|cvant Section and 
classification is determined according to the wording ol the x'a mg, binocular cases,
Chapter Noles. Heading 42.02 specifically covers, inler-a ia, .. containers" made of.
camera cases, musical instrument cases, gun cases, ho sters am possess the essential
among other materials, sheeting of plastics. The imported mobile pouclKM
characteristics of the articles covered under this iea 1I^’ ‘ . c|osurc arrangements, and
protective containers manufactured trom plastic sux mg, , prolccljng mobile phones
intended for the specific purpose of enclosing, carrying, s g,
from dust, moisture, scratches, and minor physical damage.

io. The Committee further notes that, inJ acc°rdan“ *’’^“"erm “similar
Explanatory Notes (HSENs) and WCO ' exJes’iy enumerated therein
containers” under Heading 42.02 is not cleristics antl principal function, namely,
but extends to articles havmg the same objective cl personal articles. Accordingly,
containers designed for the protection and carnagt-. o P i P and prolective
mobile pouches fall within the scope ol Heading 42.02 due
function.
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The Member Customs (Customs-Policy), hedcral Board of Revenue, Islamabad.
I he Member Customs (Customs-Operation), federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.
I he Member (Customs Legal & Accounting), federal Board ol Revenue, Islamabad.
The Member (PATI-), federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad with the request to publish 
this ruling on PBR website.
The Chief Cfari IT & Trade), federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) South, Custom House, Karachi.

I he Chief Collector of Customs (luiforecmenl), Islamabad.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Lxporls/IOCO), Custom House, Karachi.
I he Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) Central, Custom House, Lahore.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Enforcement) Central, Custom House, Lahore.
The Chief Collector of Customs (North), Custom 1 louse, Islamabad.

I he Chief Collector of Customs (Balochistan), Custom House, Quetta.
The Chief Collector of Customs, (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), Custom House, Peshawar.
The Director, Directorate of Customs (Valuation), 7"' floor Custom House, Karachi.

The Collector, Collectorale of Customs Appraisement (East/Wcst/PMBQ/SAP 1), Custom 
1 louse, Karachi members of the Classification Committee.
fhe Director, Reforms and Automation (R&A), Custom House, Karachi with the request 
to incorporate this ruling in WeBOC.
All Collectors / Directors of Customs
The Collector, Collectorate of Customs Appraisement-(Wesl), Custom House, Karachi.
'fhe federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Karachi.
The Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Karachi.
'fhe Karachi Customs Agents Association, Karachi.
M/s. Madni Traders, Office No. 23B 2nd Floor Kohinoor Centre Opp. Hashoo Centre 
Abdullah Haroon Road Saddar, Karachi.
M/s Mustafa Traders, Shop No. Bl, Noor Centre Abdullah Haroon Road, Saddar 
Karachi.
Notice Board.

P'’(HP | |‘| |s'S * ^u|'Cc ls issued in terms ol (‘hapler-ll (( lassilicalioii) ol ( GO 
. ,l,ul appeal against Ibis dcteriniiialion lies with the Board in terms of

|9( 9~ ' ' ' ukistan Rules provided in the preamble ol lhe First Schedule Io the Customs Act,


