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GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN 
COLLECTORATE OF CUSTOMS APPRAISEMENT- EAST 

CUSTOMS H(MS4LJ<ARACH1
I

PUBLIC NOTICE No.Jgf^^
CLASSIFICATION OE “METHYL BROMIDE 
PEST MANAGEMENT SERVICES (PVT) LT11

Rcl'ei cnce: - .
The Colleclorate of Customs, Appraisement East, referred lot dctcimmaiii i 

correct classification of “Methyl Bromide 100%“ imported by M/s Pest Management Services 

(Pvt) Ltd declared under PCT 3808.9170. The Appraisement Group proposed classification un u

PC I 2903.6100.

3. on this basis, contravention proceedings were initiated on the allegations

ofmisdec^ration of classification and the Import Policy Order, 202... Consequently,

Ju satai
Wef (TPS'

M/s Pest Management Services (Pvt.) Ltd. imported consignments declared 

.1S .-Methyl Brom.de 100%“ in a eyfinder pacldng of net eontent/volume of 50 fig through Goods 

Oeclarations filed at MCC Appraisement (East). Karachi, under PCT 3808.9170. on the content,. 
(,,,( tbe goods were intended for use as a fumigant/pesticide for quarantine and pre-sh.pment 

purposes During scrutiny and examination of the import documents and record, the Department 

t,ie view that the impugned goods were in fact Methyl Bromide (Bromomethane) m pure 

imported in cylinders, and therefore appeared to be a separate chemically defined orgamc 

compound appropriately classifiable under PCT 2903.6100 mstead ol the PC I cla.med by the 

iinpo,.ter. It was further observed that the importer had not produced the requisite No Ohtect.on 
Certificate (NOC) from the Ministry ol'Climate Change, as required under the Import Policy * trder 

2022 ide Sr No 13 of Appendix T. « hich (s as below -

Ban Unpo^ on imPor, of BrooMe since Dece^er, 2004.Hom nnpor, ofMe^yi 

JiroMe is allowed only for Quarantine & Pre-shipn.ent purposes witl. repistrat.on ,/ Plant 

Protection Departnrent, Ministry of National Pood Security & Research, Kttradti and .MX 

from Ministry of Climate Change.

Brom.de


1971

wrillcn .submissions.

p.A45.

2'Mm o|ihi as Iboinomcllumc.

\\iih ihc cunnctled issue of coinpliuncc 

Mmisirs ol ('limaic Change.

t)l lilK

Original mckuLg Order-in-Onginal No IS2U77/2023 dated 24.072023 and (^rs-nv 

i >i rginal No 182HO65 202' and 182K666 202' dated ' 1.08.2023, were passed by

.Hilhoiily Being aggrieved, the importer pielcirud appeals beloie ilu t usloms A| |
i ss k I <<: I s7-1/202 

by ( usiom \ppcal So. K-11XX<’< K -1 IX9 2021 and also ( usiom .Appeal M •
, . I»r i ISOX 91 70 111 v'c" ()l l*,cl1

soniending lhai (he goods had rightly been declaied undei
peslieidal fumigant use and the supporting material plaeed on reuoid. I he conirovcr y .
|.„ X-t.ninnalh.n whether Melhd . .........  coneells d^huble undu I I

fumigant pesticide product, along

j.c, NOC Oomregulatory requirements

use and the supporting material placed on 

whether AlelhyI Bromide 100"h’was 

Icil’CI 'X()8.9| 7t) as a 

with applicable

Procwdiiqis: -
(Ivuring was held al (‘usloms

th. importer presented literature ol imported goods.
ti) lhe Committee examined the matter in light of importers

(he adjudication record, and (he precedent decisions cited on record.
he eommhtee also examined the mode of packing of goods as Mcthvi Bronride are 

packed in a cylinder of net eontent/volumc of 5(1 kg.
niinhe Unreal xamined the letter dated 21.04.2017 and 29.O5.2OIS Ministry 

.t Climate Change, m "hteh. they have requested kBR to ensure import ol Methyl 

Hmmide may kindly be recorded in the relevant Chapter i.e. 29()3.so that accurate data 

'porting could he ensured under Arttclc-7 of Montreal Protocol.

| he eotnnunee also exa,tuned the I IS notes ol chapter 2903 vide para l .t relevant para ts 

reproduced as undei
Hr,din" 2903 -------- ------- derivatives of hydrocarbons.

t hese are compounds obtained by the substitution in the structural formula ol a 

hydrocarbon of one or more gen atoms (lluorine. chlorine, bronune. mdme) lor an 

equal number ol hydrogen alums.
(F) Brominated Or Iodinated Dertsttmes ol Acyclic Hydrocarbons (I) Bromomethrme 

(methyl bromide), tiaseoiis. liquclicd rial containers; used in lire extingmshers and 

as a refrigerant

Issue for determination -

\\ hclhcr lhe sub'iccl goods arc classifiable undcr:-

, p( | 29()1(>I()O - - Methyl bromide (bromoinclhanc)
. P( | ^DX.9170---I’roducls registered under lhe Agiiculltir.d I c.sticides

House. Karachi on 21 02.2026 Represenlaiives ol



pul up tor relail sale

p./^ 3/^

(>) I lie coinmillee also examined general chapter notes ot 3S, relcvani para is icpiodticu

Il docs not cover separate chemically delined clemcnis or compounds (usual!) tk 

in Chapter 28 or 29). with the exception of the following: (2) Insecticides, rodenticides, 

fungicides, herbicides, anli-sprouling products and planl-growlh regulalois. disinl 

and similar products, pul up as described in heading aS.OS.
r Ct• 11*\:1111 naia is as(\ i) I he coinmillec also examined general cxpkiriaiorx notes ol . <

38.OS - Insecticides, rodenticides, lungicidcs, herbicides, anli-spioidmg I" 

plant-growth regulators, disinfectants and similar products, put “P 

packings for retail sale or as preparations or articles (for example, sulpt 

bands, wicks and candles, and fly-papers).
Ihese insecticides, disinfectants, herbicides, fungicides, etc., aie applied b) | 

dusting, sprinkling, coaling, impregnating, etc., or may necessitate combustion. I 

achieve their results by nerve-poisoning, by stomach-poisoning, by asphyxiati

odour, etc.
These jwoducts are classified here in the following cases only: . .

(I) wlicn lhey are pul up in packingstsiichasineial conlaiiicisoi papcil ,

reiail sale as disinlectants. insecticides, etc., or in such forms (e.g.. in balls.

tabled or plates) that there can be no doubt .-y will normally be sold by reta. . 

Products put up in these ways may or may no. be mixtures. The unmixed products are 

mainly chemically defined products which would otherwise foil m Chapter 2 . c.g.. 

naphthalene, or 1.4-dichlorobenzcne.
Ute heading also includes the following products, provided they are

disinfectants, fungicides, etc.:
(2) When they have the character of preparations, whatever the presenlat.on (e.g.. as 

liqt,ids. washes or powders). '1 hese preparations consist of suspensions or dispersions ol 

lhe drive product in water or in other liquids (c.g.. a dispersion of DI) I (ISO) (cloienotane 

(INJ) (| I |-irichlor<>-2.2-bis(p-chlorophcnyl)elhane) in waler), or of other mixtures 

solutions Ol active pmducts in solvents other than water arc also mcludcd here te.g.. 

solutions of pyrethrum extract (other than standardised pyrethrum extract), or copper 

naphthenate in a mineral oil).
(T) When they are pul up in the form of articles such as sulphur-treatcd bands, w.cks and 

candies (for disinfecting and fumigating vats, living quarters, etc.), fly-papers (mcludmg 

those coated with glue not containing poisonous matter), grease bands lor Irmt trees 

(including those not containing poisonous matter), papers impregnated with salicylic acid



llic Nomenclature.

Submissions by the importer: -

M

placed on regislimion I cerlilicalion issued by the competeni aulhorilics under 

Pesticides Ordinance, 1971. and on departmental / plant protection 

of Methyl Bromide for agricultural purposes;

(iii)reliance was

the Agricultural

correspondence indicating use

lor preserving jams, papers or small wooden slicks coaled with lindane (ISO. INN) t 

acting b\ combustion, tie.
(vii) I he committee also examined the exclusion of chapter 3808, which an as bel

(a) Products lor disinfecting, insecticidal etc., uses, not answering to the dcsciipti

I hese products arc classified according to their nature under (he apptoptiatc 

example :(iv) Naphthalene. 1)1)1 (ISO) (clolenotanc (INN). (1,1.1 

chloropl icnybelhanc) and other separate chemically del med compounds 

aqueous solutions) t( haplcr 2X oi 29).

lb) Preparations covered b\ more specific headings ol 

subsidiary disinfecting, insecticidal, etc., properties.

(ii) the goods have beer, imported and cleared in certain previous cases under PC I 3808.91 70 

iind such past practice supports continuation of the same elassi Ikation:

(vi) It was also argued that the regulatory character, intended use and statutory recogmtton ol 

the product as a fumigant/pesticide brought it within the ambit ol Chapter 38. and that the 

Department had incorrectly sought to classify the goods under Chapter 29 merely on the 

basis of chemical nomenclature.

oi having

(V) The importer relied upon regislration/certir.uation issued by the competent attlhomies. 
hKliing Cerliftcatc No. 1696 dated 04.07.2()20. as well ns the subsequent commttnteaitt.n 

dated 18.09.2022 issued by the Plant Protection authorities, to assert the use of Methyl 

Bromide for agricultural fumigation purposes.

(i) the goods arc intended for use as fumigant / pesticide, particularly for quarantine and pre­

shipment purposes, and are therefore classifiable under heading .>8.08,

fertain appellate proceedings vide Custom Appeal No. K-l I88& K-1 189/2023 and Custom 

Appeal No K-l 572 & 1574/2023. were also cited in support of the importer's claim that 

the goods may be treated under Chapter 38 in the context of fumigation / pesticide use.



Submissions by the referring Collectorate:-

f.HO.
i

i-

1-’

\ k
(iv)ll was also submitted that the importer had not produced the requisite NOC from the 

Ministry of Climate Change / National Ozone Unit, as required under the applicable 

regulatory framework. Further, the import of Methyl Bromide is regulated under 

the Import Policy Order, 2022. particularly Sr No 13 in Appendix-!-, and is further 

controlled through the policy directives and communications issued by the Ministry of 

Climate Change / National Ozone Unit. The Ministry has categorically stated that Methyl 

Bromide has been banned except for Quarantine and I’re-Shipmenl purposes, and that even 

such import is to remain under close regulatory oversight owing to Pakistan's obligations 

under the Montreal Protocol. The Ministry's communications also specifically request 

the Federal Board of Revenue / Customs authorities to ensure that consignments ol Methyl 

Bromide are not released without a valid NOC issued by the Ministry of Climate C hange 

/ National Ozone Unit, and further highlight the concern that import under an inappropriate 

HS Code may defeat the intended policy restrictions and monitoring mechanism.

(ii) 1 Tie Department further submitted that heading 3K.O8 applies only whcic the g

up in forms or packings for retail sale, or are presented as preparations or articles, whei eas 

the goods under consideration are not shown to be such preparations or retail packings. Il 

was also pointed out that regulatory requirements relating to importability, registration, 

licensing or NOC do nol. by themselves, determine tarilf classification.

(iii) The Department further submitted that the mere intended use of the goods as a fumigant 
or pesticide did not. in law. suffice to bring them within the ambit of heading 38.08. which 

is restricted to products pul up in tonus or packings for retail sale, or presented 

as preparations or articles. I he Department emphasized that the goods under reference 

were not shown to be formulated preparations contammg any carriers, additives or other 

constituents so as to qualify as insecticidal or fumigant preparations of Chapter 38. but 

were imported as the chemical substance itsell.

(i) I he Department submitted that the impugned goods are described as Meth) I

IOO%” and are imported in cylinders packing in liquefied gaseous Ion 

content/volume of 50 kg. It was argued that Methyl Bromide (Bromomeil

. -r ..an, hv Pf’ T 2903.6100, as aexpressly covered by heading 29.03. and more specihcall} f)

separate chemically defined organic compound.



Product on record: -

6. I'he goods in present case i.e. "Methyl Bromide 100%

packing of net content/volume of 50 kg. The packing inode is as below: -

,, »!
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” is packed in a cylinder
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lherelore. the release, clearance and permissibility of import of the goods shall remain 

subject to strict compliance with the applicable provisions of the Import Policy Order and 

'be production of all approvals, permissions and NOCs required from the competent
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i aw X \nal\ sis:
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isiilhe C> ni.ni’ici. has carefuih coivadcrcJ lhe arguments based on end-use as lunii-ai. 

pesticide, die Agricultural Pesticides Ordinance. 1971. the Ministry ot Cliniak than.. 

correspondence. Plant Protection communications, and prior adjudication -II 

rmeccoangs brought on record I lowever. tariff classification is to be detetinimd | 

■\\ uk terms ot the headings, relevant (T.apter tNolcs and t.dcl. Lnd u.a..

per import documents product 

“Meth) I Bromide 100%" imported in 

(■(.Im of net conleiH/x ohime of 50 kg. lhe record docs not 

in retail packings, nor that the) arc presented us 

of active ingredients mixed with carriers, solvents.

■ nslitucnts of the t\pe ordinarily covered b\ heading 38.OX I he 

nc ’hu< presented as the chemical substance itself, and not as a 

fumigant preparation or arlicic.

(V) Heading 3S.O8 covers insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, disinfectants and 

similar products only rvhen they are put up in forms or packings for retail sale, or as 

preparations, or as articles. The Explanatory Notes to heading 38.08 make it clear that 

separate chemically defined compounds of Chapter 28 or 29 are excluded unless they 

answer to the description of heading 38.08 in the manner specified therein.

• - further notes that, under the General Explanatory Notes to Chapter 29.

■1 no n; m -.v remain classifiable in Chapter 29 even where small 
bromomethane ot lieauti  - .

of odoriferous substances are added, provided such additions do not render the 
^'""'''l^icularly suitable for a specific use rather than general use.

-op; svciiic.iih emers "I luhgcikiicJ Jerivuiives uf hvdrutai-bons”. and 

’ ' , • expreSSiv names -Meihvl Bromide (Bromomeihanef. The
suoneauiiig — • •' ■
Hsplanaiorc Notes to heading 29.03 identity bromomethane (methyl bromide) as a 

brommated derivative of an acyclic hydrocarbon.

th ii lhe impugned goods, us (i) lhe I ommiuee noiv> ih‘l1
• I nl ued before ii. are dc.scripiion and recoid | > 

cvliiulersin liquefied ga^' 
indicate Shat (he goods are pul up 

formulatld preparations consisting 

dispersants or olhei 
goods unber consideration 

reiaii msvciicidal

omrssification under the first Schedule to the Customs Act. 1969 is governed by the 

c,eneral Rules for Interpretation (GRD. Under GRI-1. classification is determined 
Xd'oe io the terms of the headings and any relevant Section or Chapter Notes.



Findings: -

a

/

(i0According applying GRP! ■ read with Chapter Note of 29, the General Notes to Chapter 

38 and gutded by the WCO Explanatory Notes to headings 29.03 and 38.08 (Pakistan Rule 

D. the impugned goods are appropriately classifiable under heading 29.03. spectficaily 

PCI 2903.6100, rather than under heading 38.08.

cylinders packing of ner
packings for retail

of active ingredients in

(i) fhe goods are imported as "Methyl Bromide 100/« in 

content/volume of 50 kg and are not shown to be put up in f 

sale, sor as insecticidal / fumigant preparations consisting 

admixture with carriers, solvents or other formulation const.iucnts

(ii) on the basis of product description, packing, technical record and .ega! texts exatnmed 

the impugned goods possess the essential character of a separate chenrtcally define 

organic compound, namely Methyl Bromide (Bromomethane), and not that o. 

preparation or article of heading 38.08.

'■egistration, regulatory controls. NOC requirements or import policy conditions may 

govern importability and release conditions, but do not by themselves displace the legal 

text ot the tariff where the goods arc presented as a separate chemically defined comp

(vii) In the present matter the goods arc "Methyl Bromide 100%” imported in 

cylinders of net contcnt/volumc of 50 kg, and the record docs not establish . 

preparations, retail packings or articles oi heading 38.08. lheii intended use g' 

does not. by itself, convert the chemically defined compound into a preparati

38.

\ I (iiiyrhe mere fact that the goods are intended to be used as fumtgant / pesttetde tor quatantme 

VF or pre-shipment purposes does not, in itself, alter their tariff character from a separate 

Z clicmically defined compound of heading 29.03 to a preparation of heading 38.08.

Concision:
7 In view of the foregoing, the Committee holds in present case that Meth,

. ........ .>.p— - "«' ’•
” »«*»• ■“ “ ”” p“

prepa|.ati(,nS or articles of heading SSiM. is classifiable cinder headmg.29.03. spec, tea y

p. Ho. 8 ft
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-S<l-
(Ammaiii Durrani)
Additional (’olleclor

Secretary to the Classification ( oinnnilcc

o. | his Public Nonce is issued in terms ol ( haptcr-ll (( lassilicalion)

12 21)02 dated 15.06.2002 and an\ appeal against this ruling shall only lie with the l edcial Boaid 

of Revenue under Rule 2 of Pakistan Rules to the General Rules of Interpretation.

(AnyiMil^nnyrrani)
<<khlional (yllcclor 

Secretary to (he ('lassili/alion Committee

Neteold^theueneral NotcM-.t huple. .HHl.m.kO 

b\ the WCO I xplanatorx Noles to headings 29.03 and 38.08 (Pakistan Rule I)• H)is ddcrmmalion i. 

specilk to the products and are based on the documents, labels of the products and inlorrnalion 

pro\ ided b\ the importer.

Copy for information to: -
I. Member (Customs-Policy), Federal Board of Revenue. Islamabad.

Member (Customs-Operations), Federal Board ol Revenue. Islamabad.
3 Member (Customs-Legal & Accounting). Federal Board ol Revenue. Islamabad 
Z^lcntbcr (1 ATF.). Federal Board of Revenue. Islamabad.
> ! he ( hairman. CUstonis Appellate I ribunal. Kaiachi.
b. | he ( hiefCollectorofCusioms (Appraisement) South. Custom I louse. Karachi
7 I he Chief Collector of Customs (Fnforcement) South. C uslom I louse. Kaiachi.
8. I he Chief Collector of Customs (F.xports). Custom I louse, Karachi.
9 The Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) Central. Custom House. Lahore.
I () | he Chief Collector of Customs (Enforcement) Central. Custom I louse. Lahore.
HI he Chief Collector of Customs (North). Custom I louse. Islamabad.
I \ The Chief Collector of Customs (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa). Custom I louse. Peshawar.
13 I he Chief Collector of Customs (Baluchistan). Custom House. Quetta.
!4. All Collectors'Directors ofCusloms.
| > The Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry. Karachi.
16^ I he Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Karachi.
17 The Karachi Customs Agents Association. Karachi.
18 Ihe Collector. Collectorale of Customs (Appraisemenl-SAl I). Karachi.
B). M s. Pest Management Services (Pvt.) Ltd.. Plot No. 4. L’ Floor. Ahmed I own. Survey 212.
Block-2, \zizabad Commercial Area. Karachi. / \

20. Notice Board. /

1 his determination concerns tariff classification only and shall not. by itsull. 

dispense with or dilute any requirement relating to import policy restrictions, rcgisliation. 

licensing, quarantine use. or NOC / permission from any competent regulatory authoiity, whcic 

otherwise required under the law;


