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GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
COLLECTORATE OF CUSTOMS APPRAISEMENT (EAST) F BR
CUSTOM HOUSE, KARACHI. BT

C-161/KAPE/DC-PCT/2020 Dated. 3.04.2026

PUBLIC NOTICE NO25/2026

Subject: DETERMINATION OF CLASSIFICATION OF LCD/LED
PANELS FOR COMPUTER MONITORS.

The matter regarding classification of LCD/LED panels imported for computer
monitors has been referred to the Classification Committee in pursuance of reference from
Collectorate of Customs-Appraisement, Port Muhammad Bin Qasim, and in compliance with
the directions of the Hon’ble High Court of Sindh at Karachi.

2. The importer declared the goods as used LCD/LED panels for computer
monitor and sought classification under PCT heading 8528.5200. Subsequently, the
Directorate of Intelligence & Investigation Karachi altered the classification to PCT heading
8529.9090 treating the goods as “parts of monitor”. The issue before the Committee,
therefore, is whether the impugned LCD/LED panels possess the essential character of
complete monitors in unassembled or incomplete form in terms of Rule 2(a) of the General
Rules for Interpretation, or whether they are merely parts classifiable under heading 85.29.

3. Heading 85.28 covers monitors capable of directly connecting to and designed
for use with automatic data processing machines of heading 84.71. The Explanatory Notes to
heading 85.28 clarify that such monitors are distinguishable by their functional identity as
display apparatus for data processing systems. The essential function of a monitor is to
reproduce visual output signals received from an automatic data processing machine.

4, The samples and examination report reveal that the imported goods consist of
complete LCD/LED display modules in sizes ranging from 17 inches to 27 inches. The panels
comprise the main viewing screen identical to that used in finished monitors, integrated with
driver circuitry and display matrix. Although imported without outer casing, connectors,
power board and certain ancillary components, the display module represents the principal

and dominant component of a monitor.

5. It is an established principle under Rule 2(a) of the General Rules for
Interpretation that incomplete or unfinished articles shall be classified as the complete article
if, as presented, they possess the essential character of the finished article. The Committee
notes that the LCD/LED panel constitutes the core functional element of a monitor. It is the
component that performs the very purpose for which a monitor exists namely, visual display.
The absence of outer housing, stand, external connectors or minor circuitry does not detract

from the fundamental identity of the goods.
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6. The earlier decision of this Comm
to LED TV display panels is particularly rele
LCD/LED panels imported without back cover,
possessed the essential character of complete

heading 85.28 by virtue of Rule 2(a). The reasoning adopted therein emphasized that the

display panel occupies the major portion of the value and functional identity of the finished
apparatus. The same principle squarely applies in the present matter.

ittee in Public Notice No. 13 of 2014 relating
vant. In that case, the Committee held that
speakers and certain accessories nonetheless
television sets and were classifiable under

7. A monitor, in commercial and technical understanding, derives its identity
primarily from its display screen. The LCD/LED module represents the overwhelming portion
of the value and technological substance of the finished monitor. The remaining components

such as casing, stand, control buttons, connectors and power supply are ancillary in nature and
do not alter the essential character of the article.

8. Heading 85.29 applies to parts suitable for use solely or principally. wit-h
apparatus of headings 85.25 to 85.28. However, classification under the parts heading is
subject to the General Explanatory Note to Section XVI and to. Rule 2§a). Wl}ere an
incomplete article already possesses the essential character of the ﬁmshfad article, it is to b.e
classified as the complete article and not as a part. The LCD/LED Panel in the present case is
not a mincr component or accessory; it is the primary and defining element of a monitor.
Therefore, resort to heading 85.29 is not warranted.

9 Furthermore, the Explanatory Notes to heading 85.28 c9ntemplate t:nonitors
capable of directly connecting to automatic data processing machines. The tas:t that
connectors and external interface boards may be added subsequently does not deprive tl(\je
display module of its intrinsic identity as a mor}itor in unasiembled form.The imported goods
represent the monitor in incomplete but clearly identifiable form.

10. Applying Rule | read with Rule 2(a) of the General Rules for lnterpretatiqn,‘
the Committee finds that the impugned LCD/LED panels, as presented, possess th; essentia
character of complete monitors capable of use with automatic data processing machines. They
are therefore classifiable under PCT heading 8528.5200.

i it | [ D/LED panels for computer
; Accordingly, it is hereby decided that used LC .
rlnlonitors imported in the condition described above, sha-ll be classified under PCT 8528.5200
in terms ;)f Rule 2(a) of the General Rules for Interpretation.

12. It is also clarified that the above determination is Tendered. in the con{ext of the
Pakistan Customs Tariff structure as applicable at the time of importation of the impugned
goods. At the relevant time, flat panel display modules were no't covere.d under a sepa:gtz
heading in Chapter 85. Subsequently, pursuant to amendment.s aligned \Tvnh the Harmo:“:/,%ff
System 2022, a distinct heading 85.24 has been intrqduced in t'he Pakistan C.u.stoms ar: .
covering “Flat panel display modules, whether or not m?orpor;.mng touct‘\-‘sensmv‘:: scrm:r\‘:i.a |
The present ruling, however, pertains strictly to the.tarlff regime prevz‘nhng at tdef m\a em
time when heading 85.24 did not exist in the Paklstan‘ Customs Tariff. Accor \r;% Y, ' ;:f
classification determined herein under PCT 8528.5200 is confined to the applicable tari



structure then in force and shall not

amended tariff where heading 85.24 is o
13,

been given ab

prejudice classification of similar goods
perative,

The above finding is specific to the product whose details/ specifications have
. ove, Fu.rther, the ruling is based on the documents, literature and information
provided by the referring Collectorate/importer and shall be treated as annulled if it is found at

any subsequent stage that the same was obtained b
incomplete information.

under the

y providing incorrect, false, misleading or

-Sd-
(Ammara Durrani)
Additional Collector/
Secretary to the Classification Committee

Copy for information to:

1. Member (Customs-Policy), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.

2. Member (Customs-Operations), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.

3, Member (Customs-Legal & Accounting), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.
1/.( Member (FATE), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.

5. The Chief (Tariff & Trade), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.

6 The Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) South, Custom House, Karachi.

i The Chief Collector of Customs (Enforcement) Islamabad.

g The Chief Collector of Customs (Exports / [OCO), Custom House, Karachi.

9. The Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) Central, Custom House, Lahore.
10. The Chief Collector of Customs (North), Custom House, Islamabad.

11. The Chief Collector of Customs (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), Custom House, Peshawar.
12 The Chief Collector of Customs (Baluchistan), Custom House, Quetta.

13. The Secretary (Tariff -I), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad

14. All Collectors / Directors of Customs. .

15. The Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Karachi. _

16. The Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerge and Industry, Karachi.

17. The Karachi Customs Agents Association, Karachi. '

18. The Collector, Collectorate of Customs (Enforcement), Karachi.

19. The Collector, Collectorate of Customs (Appraisement-East), Lahore. .
20. The Collector, Collectorate of Customs (Jinnah international airport), Karachi.

i dina Town, Karachi.
; Mr. Muhammad Amin, P-95-A Officer Colony No. 2 Me " .
%é M/s. ABC Communication Network (Pvt.) Ltd., 404 Europa Center, Hasrat Mohani Road,

Karachi. .
i igar Road, Karachi.
. Mr. Khurram, 307-309 3rd Floor Uni Plaza I.I. Chundrigar '
;31 Mr. Muhammad Idrees Mirza, 62/64, Rajgan Plaza, Street No. 1, Opposite Poonch House,

iee Road, Saddar Karachi. . .
25 l\ﬁ?éﬁtkhtar Ahmad Shaikh, D-22, Phase-1, S.LT.E-1I, D-22, Super Highway, Karachi.

26. Mr. Ahmed Ali Rajpoot, 542 5th Floor Regal Trade Square Regal Chowk, Saddar, Karachi.
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28.
29.
30.
Bk,

32.

Mr. Muhammad Shoaib, House No. 51-A-3 Syed Imam Ali Shah Road, Muslimabad New
Town.

Ms. Afsheen Bano, House No. B-21/1627 Manso Khani Lane.

M/s. Soban G Enterprises, 35-Mumdoot Block Mustafa Town , Lahore.

M/s. J. A Enterpises, Office # 11 3rd Floor Hafeez Centre Gulbepg=N], Lahore.

M/s. Latif Traders, Shop No.2 Hamza Trade Centre, Liaqat Ali Park Racha Beadon Road.
Danihal, Zeenat Terrace Flat No. 202, Bahadurabad Near Askafy Bank) Karachi.

Notice Board.

(Ammard
Additional Qollector/
Secretary to the Classffication Committee



