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PAKISTAN

rTi rt GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN 
COLLECTORATE OF CUSTOMS APPRAISEMENT (EAST) 

CUSTOM HOUSE, KARACHI

CLASSIFICATION OF FRICTION DUST RESIN (MELAMJNE 
COMPOUND) / MELAMINE POWDER UNDER PAKISTAN CUSTOMS 
TARIFF (PCT).

I he matter was subsequently taken up in adjudication, where the departmental 
stance regarding classification under Heading 3909.2000 was maintained. The 
importer approached the Federal Tax Ombudsman, and the matter was referred for 
consideration by the Classification ConiFtiittee pursuant to the directions contained 
in Representation Report No. 1237/FTC^Q25^ datedNl4.04.2026.

■

Fhe HF..I Laboratory, vide Sample Analysis Report Ref. No. 1AC/TR/27588 dated 
16 07.2025. identified the submitted sample as “Melamine Formaldehyde Resin’’. 
The report recorded the sample as a fine, light-yellow powder, odorless, with 
material identification as Melamine Formaldehyde Resin.

I. The Classification Committee has finalized the reference initiated by the
Collectorate of Customs Appraisement (SAPT), Karachi, vide Letter No. S1/M1SC/KAPS/72/2025- 
II dated 04.04.2026. regarding the determination of the correct classification of Friction Dust 
Resin (Melamine Compound) / Melamine Powder, imported by M/s G. A. Trading Company, 
claimed under PCT I leading 2933.6100. whereas the department proposed classification under PC f 
Heading 3909.2000.

M/s G. A. Trading Company (NTN No. 1242956) imported a consignment declared 
as "Friction Dust Resin (Melamine Compound)" weighing 26,000 KG, under GD 
No. KAPS-HC-201210-14-06-2025, Bill of Lading No. 799510274789, through its 
authorized clearing agent M/s Pak Port Agencies (License No. KCUS-90I0431). 
The goods originated from China and were exported by M/s Shandong Shengquan 
New Materials Co. Ltd. The importer declared the goods under PCT Heading 
2933.6100.

was subjected to detailed scrutiny, physical 
examination and laboratory' testing. The Custom House Laboratory reported the 
sample as a “Phenol Formaldehyde Resin Condensate” product. The importer, 
being dissatisfied with the findings, requested independent laboratory testing, 
pursuant to which the sample was forwarded to the Industrial Analytical Center, 
H.EJ. Research Institute of Chemistry, University of Karachi.
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pc i’ 2933-6100 (Melamine).
PC f 3909.2000 (Melamine resins).

Ihe importer declared the goods under PCT Heading 2933.6100 (Melamine), 
maintaining that the imported material is Melamine Powder Melamine (ompoun 
and is correctly classifiable under Chapter 29 as an organic chemical compound.
The importer contested the departmental classitication under ( haplcr 39 and sought 
independent laboratory testing to determine the actual chemical composition an 
correct classification ol the imported g<xxls and subsequently HI .1 a 

conducted

State; ( ream-colored powder.
Soiuiiiiity: Insoluble in water.
Hurnini! iH-haviort Burns in name.
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as under:
Appearance: l ine powder.
Color: Light yellow.
Odor: Odorless-
Solubility: n-butanol

Ihe Department on the contrary maintains that the imported goods are resinous 
polymeric materials rather than a separate chemically defined orgamc compound o 
t M,u, ... Apartment by relaying on .he Custom House Laboratory and I IL. 
I Graton Re^r. comends that the goods possess the charactcnst.es ol 

thermosethng resin materials tall under Heading 3909. which covers amum-res. s. 

phenolic resins and polyurethanes in primary forms.

charactcnst.es
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Phenol Formaldehyde Resin 
as Melamine

The Classification Committee examined the Pakistan Customs an , e c 
Chapter Notes. Harmonized System Explanatory Notes, laboratory es r p 
the chemical characteristics of the imported goods.

IX I .'Ooo 4ooo (Phenolic resins).

I he Committee also examined the relevant Chapter Notes. Harmonized System 
Explanatory Notes, General Rules for the Interpretation of the Harmonized System, 
and the laboratory findings relating to the chemical nature and form ol the importe 
goods.

C, Application to the Imported Goods:

The Custom House Laboratory reported the sample as a 
Condensate. The HEJ Laboratory also identified the sample

Formaldehyde Resin.

Both reports establish that the imported material is a resinous product rather than 
pure separate chemically defined melamine in the sense contemplated by Chapter 
^9 unless the context otherwise required Heading applied strictly to separate 
chemicallv defined Organic Compounds and once its undergoes Po ymcrl“Ul"' J" 
become Melamine Formaldehyde Resin. Il excluded from Chapter 2) and classitie 
under specific heading 3909.2000 which is specified in this Heading.

A. Chapter 29 and Heading 2933:
Note I to Chapter 29 provides that subject to specified exceptions, the 
the Chapter apply only to separate chemically defined organic compounds, 

or not containing impurities.
Hetdins ■’933 covers heterocyclic compounds with nitrogen hetero-atomfs) only.
The classification of melamine as a chemically defined organic^com 
heading is distinct from the classification of resinous condensatio p 
through polymerization.
The imported goods, as examined and tested, are not merely as a pure
separate chemically defined melamine. The laboratory W^^^^tJon

T" "'d heading covering synthetic resins in primary terms. Chapter 39.

B, Chapter39 and Heading 3909:
Chapter 39 covers plasties and articles thereof. Heading 3909 specifically covers: 
’’Amino-resins. phenolic resins and polyurethanes, in primary forms .

The Explanatory Notes to Heading 3909 cover resins obtained by the condensation 
of appropriate^hemical compounds, including ammo-resms and phenolic resins, 
presented in primary forms such as liquids, pastes, powders, granules and s.milar 

forms.
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After careful examination of lite laboratory test reports, relevant provisions of the 
Pakistan Customs Tariff, and the Harmonized System Explanatory Notes, the 
Classification Committee concludes that:

The imported goods do not qualify as separate chemically defined melamine 
under PCT Heading 2933.6100.

I he Committee has also considered the physical form ol the goods, being «'• ft”1* 
powder, and the fact that the material was imported as a resinous product lor 
industrial application.

Distinction between Melamine Resins and Phenolic Kcsins;

The Committee has taken note that Heading 3909 eontains separate subheadings for 
different categories of resins. The HE.I Laboratory identified the sample as 
Melamine Formaldehyde Resin, whereas the Custom House Laboratory repor ci 
the sample as a Phenol Formaldehyde Resin Condensate product.

The Committee has considered both reports along with the product 
physical form of the sample, FTIR findings, and the explanatory scope of iteao 
3909. The Custom House Laboratory finding specifically identifies p 
formaldehyde resin condensate, which falls within the phenolic resin ca ego . 
HEJ report, while describing the material as Melamine Forma e y • 
likewise confirms that the imported goods are a resinous condensation product . 
not separate chemically defined melamine.
For the purpose of tariff classification, the ( ommittce gives effect to the^. p’‘ ‘ 
resin characterization established in the record lor the importc rej.:ns
determines that the goods are appropriately covered by the
subheading. PCT 3909.2000.

E. Application of the Legal Provisions to (he Imported Goods:

The goods were imported as a floe powder and were not presented as finished 
articles. The Custom House I aboratory found the material to be tnso ubk tn water 
and identified it through IT1R as phenol formaldehyde resin, concluding that i 
consisted of a phenol formaldehyde resin condensate product.

The HEJ Laboratory, using FTIR. HPLC. TGA and chemical and physical methods, 
identified the sample as Melamine Formaldehyde Resin. This finding confirms hl 
polymeric and resinous nature of the product and supports exclusion from the 
separate chemically defined compounds of Chapter 29.

Consequentlv. applying GRI I, the goods fall within Heading 3909. Applying GRI 
6 and having regard to the specific resin characterization recorded by the HU 
Laboratory and the applicable subheading descriptions, the goods are classifiable 
under PCT 3909.2000 as Melamine Resins being SPECIFIED HS CODE.

Under Note I (a) to Chapter 29. the scope of the chapter is strictly limited to 
separate chemically defined organic compounds. Because melamine resin is a 
nolvmer formed bv macromolecular chains rather than a single, separate chemical 
coinpound it is excluded from Chapter 29. Furthermore, Note 2(c) to Chapter 39 
explicitly states that Chapter 39 does not cover separate chemically defined organic 
compounds effectively creating a clear boundary between the two chapters.
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(Muhammad Nauman Tashfeen) 

Additional Collector/
Secretary to the Classification Committee

I'» ( I.»"!ficaiionJjylini’:

fhc C‘lassilicalion Committee, 
Interpretation
I xpliinutory 
ihe criteria»
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BemR synthetic resinous condensation products in primary- forms the goods fa 
"Z iL scope Of Heading 3909. In light of the HEJ fmdmgs and the ap Iteabk 
tariff provisions, the goods are determined to he correctly classified under 
Subheading 3909.2000, described as Melamine Resins.

This Public Notice is issued in terms of Chapter-ll (Classification) of CGO 02/2025 
t '4 ill ■’0'^ and anv appeal against this dctermination/decision shall he with the Board tn 

Xs Jl Kiil^PakVstaTKules'provided in the preamble of the First Schedule to the Customs 

Ul. 1969.

f for information 021
t the Member (Customs-Policy). Federal Board of Revenue. Islamabad.
’ I he Member iCuslrxns-Opcralions). Federal Board ol Revenue, Islamabad
5 I he Member (( ustoms-l eg.il A Accounting). I-e.ler.il Ha rd of Revenue, lslamaha.1

X I he Member tl AH.). Federal Board of Revenue. Islamabad with request to publish this ruling 

on FBR Website

in accordance with General Rules for the 
h;KI> I and 6 and upon careful examination of the relevant 

. Notes to Chapters 29 and 39. holds that the subject goods do not sat.sfy 
of separate chemically defined organic chemicals under Heading -

The Custom House Laboratory identified the matcruil 
formaldehyde resin condensate, while the HEJ l aboratory t
Melamine Formaldehyde Resin
In view of the resinous nature of the imported mjj®™1 a^' " ‘'"M'

tariff pros isions. the goods are classifiable under ca

The Classification Committee has considered and relied the "J”;h
t 3b Report wh.ch categorica! confirmed the item is Mel.rn.ne Resms 

is specified in single - dash Heading 3909..000.

tu View Of the foregomg discussion, the Classification
Dust Resin tMelamme Compound) Melamine Powder .s correctly class 

under;
PCT Heading 3909.2000
Description: Melamine Resins.

e.ler.il
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

I he Chief (Tarifi & Trade), Federal Board of Revenue, Islamabad.
I he Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) South. Custom House. Karachi.
I he Chief Collector of Customs (Enforcement). Islamabad.
The Chief Collector of Customs (Exports / IOCO), Custom House, Karachi.
I he Chief Collector of Customs (Appraisement) Central, Custom House, Lahore.

10. The Chief Collector of Customs (Enforcement) Central, Custom House, Lahore.
11. The Chief Collector of Customs (North), Islamabad.
12. The Chief Collector of Customs (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa), Custom House, Peshawar.
13. I he Chief Collector of Customs (Baluchistan), Custom House, Quetta.
14. The Director. Directorate of Customs (Valuation), 7th Floor Custom House, Karachi.
15. I he Collector, Collectorate of Customs (Appraisement), South Asia Pakistan Terminal, 

Karachi.
16. The Collector, Collectorate of Customs Appraisement (West/PMBQ/East/SAPf), Members 

Classification Committee Custom House, Karachi.
17. All Collectors / Directors of Customs.
18. M/s. G.A. Trading Company (Importers & Exporters), 36-A Allama Iqbal Road, Lahore.
19. The Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Karachi.
20. The Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry. Karachi.
21. The Karachi Customs Agents Association, Karachi.
22. Notice Board.

(Muhammad Nauman Tashfeen)
Additional Collector/

Secretary to the Classification Committee


